
Physician's Duty to Husband and Syphilitic
Wife.

Kearney, Neb., April 14, 1897.
To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou please enlighten me as to my duty

in the following matter. About three months since, a married
lady came to this city to visit her parents. She and her hus-
band had been living in a distant State. A few weeks after her
arrival here, she called upon me for advice concerning a rash
which practically occupied the entire cutaneous surface. Her
mother accompanied her at the first call. Each of them
insisted on knowing my diagnosis. In the presence of her
mother I stated that she had a papular eczema of which she
could be relieved within the course of a month. Within a few
days the patient called alone, when I told her she had syphilis,
and this papular eruption was one of its constitutional mani-
festations. She did not manifest any surprise and thanked me
for my discretion before her mother. Within a month I
received a letter from her husband demanding my diagnosis in
the case of his wife. I could easily see between the lines that
his suspicions were aroused. I did not disclose her malady to
the husband. He writes again insisting on my diagnosis.
What is my duty? H. S. B., M.D.

Answer : Refer him to his wife ; she alone in this case has
the right to disclose the nature of her illness.

ASSOCIATION NEWS.
Special Exercises at the Jubilee Meeting.\p=m-\The Committee of

Arrangements has set aside an hour on the second day of the
meeting for exercises to commemorate the founding of the Asso-
ciation in Philadelphia in 1847. The founders of the Associa-
tion believed that it would raise the standard of medical edu-
cation and combine the medical profession of the United States
in one body. Dr. Davis, who is recognized by all as the mov-

ing spirit in the enterprise, will read a short paper, giving an

account of the origin of the Association and how the objects
for which it was founded have been attained. The committee
has taken steps to secure the attendance at the meeting of the
presidents of the State Medical Societies and the presidents of
the State Boards of Medical Examiners as an illustration of
the success attained through the instrumentality of the Asso-
ciation.

In addition to the address of Dr. Davis, there will be two or
three other short addresses to add to the interest of the occa¬
sion. It is desired that the presidents of all State Boards of
Medical Examiners and of all State Medical Societies meet Dr.
Davis a few minutes before his address, in order that they may
escort him to the stage. In the event of the president of any
one of these organizations not being able to attend the meeting,
he is requested to send as an alternate one of the ex-presidents,
in order that every State society and every examining board
may be represented upon this notable occasion.

Of the original members of the Association there are still
living, Dr. N. S. Davis of Chicago, Dr. Alfred Stille of Phila¬
delphia, Dr. John B. Johnson of St. Louis and Dr. David F.
Atwater of Springfield, Mass. The committee hopes that these
gentlemen will all be present to take part in the meeting.

John B. Roberts, M.D.,
Chairman Committee on Anniversary Exercises.

Section on Dermatology and Syphllography.—Preliminary pro¬
gram :

Tuesday, June 1st—Afternoon Session.
Address of the Chairman. A. Ravogli, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Report of the Secretary. T. C. Gilchrist, Baltimore, Md.
Report of the Executive Committee. L. D. Bulkley, New

York ; A. H. OhmannDumesnil, St. Louis, Mo. ; A. E. Regensburger, San Francisco, Cal.
Miscellaneous Business.
1. An Attempt to Classify the Clinical Varieties of Eczema,

with special Reference to their relative Frequency and Impor¬
tance. Edward Preble, Cleveland, Ohio.

2. Report on Carrasquilla's Serum Cure of Leprosy. Albert
S. Ashmead, New York.

3. The Treatment of Skin Cancer. John V. Shoemaker,Philadelphia.
4. Electricity in Dermatology. Robert B. Morison, Balti¬

more, Md.
5. Appointment of Nominating Committee.

Dinner or the Section—8 p.m.

Wednesday, June 2d—Morning Session.
6. Neurotic Eczema. L. Duncan Bulkley, New York.
7. A Localized Epidemic of Impetigo Contagiosa. A. H.

Ohmann-Dumesnil, St. Louis, Mo.
8. Ulerythema Sycosiforme, with Report of a Case. ¡J(Abbott Cantrell and Jay F. Schamberg, Philadelphia.9. Lantern Slide Exhibition of Clinical Cases and Patho¬

logic Conditions in Dermatology. J. A. Fordyce, New York.
Wednesday, June 2d—Afternoon Session.

Report of Nominating Committee.
Election of Officers of Section.
10. The Successful Management of a Case of Psoriasis Col¬

ossus by Hydrialin Treatment. Elmer Lee, Chicago, 111.
11. The Tongue as it Interests the Dermatologist. Charles

W. Allen, New York.
12. The Use and Abuse of the Iodids in the Treatment ofSyphilis. C. Travis Drennen, Hot Springs, Ark.
13. On Various Forms of Cutaneous Tuberculosis. A.

Ravogli, Cincinnati, Ohio.
Thursday, June 3d—Morning Session.

Clinical demonstrations.
14. The Effect of Erysipelas and its Toxins upon certain

Diseases of the Skin. B. Foster, St. Paul, Minn.
15. Remarks on the Symptoms and Nature of Erythema Mul¬

tiforme. Louis A. Duhring, Philadelphia.
16. Mycosis Fungoides, with Report of a Case. John V.

Shoemaker, Philadelphia.
17. Some Remarks Concerning Acne Vulgaris. T. C. Gil-

christ, Baltimore, Md.
Thursday, June 3d—Afternoon Session.

18. On a New Method of Pictorial Representation of Dis¬
eases of the Skin. Wm. S. Gottheil, New York.

19. Three Cases of Tuberculosis Cutis Verrucosa.  .  .Hartzeil, Philadelphia, Pa.
20. Demonstration of Clinical Printings and Photographs of

Diseases or the Skin. J. A. Fordyce, New York.
21. Syphilis in Reference to Marriage. Discussion openedby L. Duncan Bulkley, New York, and discussed by JosephRansohoff and A. Ravogli, Cincinnati, and Charles W. Allen,New York.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
The Smoke Nuisance at Cleveland.—Partisan politics in the man¬

agement of municipal health is as damaging as la grippe to
the human organism. This trite observation is suggested by
the situation of affairs in our own city. A few months since a
smoke ordinance was passed by the council, which was guar¬
anteed to be legal, and the administration announced with
blare of trumpets that the smoke nuisance had to go. Not
only has the smoke not gone—that was not to be expected—
but complaints entered at the health office against specific
chimneys, which are and have long been doing definite damage
to adjoining property, are met with empty promises and the
sly hint that after the coming spring campaign for city offices
it may be more convenient to enforce the law. In other words,
the laws are used to aid the cause of candidates and parties,
and the officers who swore to enforce the laws do so only when
it suits the convenience of themselves and their political
cohorts. It is a disgrace to the city that the enforcement of
the laws must abide the sweet pleasure of our ward politicians.
—Cleveland Journal of Medicine, March.

Mortality by Influenza In New York State.—The Bulletin of that
Board states that in February there was a mortality by la grippe
estimated at 300 deaths ; or 200 less than in the same month in
1896. In March, there were 700 deaths estimated by the same
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